HELINA’s response to the Dutch acousticians

In their press release, HELINA never questioned the measuring method used by the Dutch
colleagues. This response was aimed at the exaggerated and sensationalist way that these
findings were presented by the Guardian article and were subsequently reproduced by the
media.

In their papers, the Dutch colleagues indicate that according to their measurements the
acoustics of Epidaurus are “good but not excellent”. Most past studies have indicated that
the acoustics were “excellent” and in some cases “good”. This is clearly a matter of scientific
difference that will be discussed in the manner that such differences should be clarified and
resolved in the academic community. We intend to get in touch with them in order to obtain
some data or further explanations.

However, the Guardian report presented and interpreted these results as “...Greek theatre's
legendary acoustics are a myth...”, focusing on the tests with coin and whispering sounds
and overlooking the significant results, i.e. that the intelligibility of speech produced at
typical level by the actors in the theatre is at worst good, even at the more distant positions
for a 10000 plus audience. Given that this report was generated after the Dutch colleagues
“reached out to the press”, HELINA’s position is that this was a mistake on their behalf.
Scientific findings that do not drastically refute past results, should not be publicised in such
a way.

It is unfortunate that the paper of the Dutch colleagues and the Guardian report largely
overlooked the implications of such public discourse and never considered in detail the
important issue: the acoustic functionality of the theatre for supporting since antiquity the
performances of classical theatrical dramatic plays to large audiences. This is a technical and
cultural feat of timeless significance.
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H amndvtnon tou EAINA otoug OAAovS0UG EMLOTAOVEG ALKOUOTLKNG

To Aeltio TUmou tou EAINA Sev apdiofritnos tig peboddoucg pétpnong twv OAavSwv
ouvadérdwy. 3to Oehtio Kupiwg kataypadotav n aviibpoaon TPOE TO XAPAKTHPA
EVTUTIWOLOOMOU TIou akoAouBnBnke otnv mapouciacn toug amod tnv Guardian kat tnv
UETEMELTA avaTapaywyn Toug amno to MME.

Yt dnuooteloelg toug, ol OMavdol cuvadeldol kataypdadouv OTL N AKOUOTIKH TOU
Bedtpou eival «koArp al\d oxt e€alpetikn». H mMANBwpP MPONYOUUEVWY ETLOTNLOVIKWY
dnuootevoswv kataypddel amoteAéopata mou Seixvouv OTL N AKOUOTLKN Elval «EEQUPETLKN»
Il KOl OE OPLOHEVEG TIEPUTTWOELG «KAAN». TETOLOU £(60UC eEMLOTNHUOVIKEG SladopEC Umopouv
Kol TipEmeL va SleuBetnBolv e TOV TPOTO TIOU N AKASNUAIKA KOWOTNTA QVILUETWT{EL
Tétola B€pata. Ma to Adyo auto Ba €pBoupe os emadn pe toug OAavdoucg cuvadéidoucg
WOoTE va Lo SLeuKpLVioouV TexVIKA Bpata f kot va pog otellouv Sedopéva.

Ze avtiBeon pe Ta mopanavw, tTo apbpo tng Guardian eudAavice To ATMOTEAECUATA WG «..N
dnUOoPEVN aKouoTK Twv EAANViIKwv Bedtpwv elval €vag pubog..» eotialovrag ota
TELPAPOTA LE TOUG AXOUC TWV VOULOUATWY Kot PLBUpwv ayvowvtag To KEVIPLIKO ohuelo: OTL



N KATAANTITOTNTA OMIALQG TTOU EKDEPETOL KATA TIG BDEATPIKEG MAPACTACELSG, £lval TOUAAXLOTO
KOAN, OKOUN Kal oTn HakpUTEPn amooTaon Kol yla akpoatnpla peyoaAutepa twv 10000
atopwv. Me Sebopévo OtL To apBpo tng Guardian Eekivnoe otav ot OAavdol cuvadeidol
«mpoogyyloav ta MME», to EAINA unootnpilel 6tL auto amotelel opdApa and UEPOUG
TOUG. Emotnpovikd otolxeia ta omoia 6ev dladopomololvTal OUCLACTIKA amo maAaldotepa
6ebopéva, Sev amote ol BEpa Kolvomoinong e auto Tov TPOTo.

Elval atuxég otL tdo0o ol Snuoctevoelg Twv OAavéwv cuvadéddwy, 660 Kal To dpBpo TG
Guardian, améduyav va SlepwtnBolV TIG ETUMTWOEL TIOU £XEL OTO KOWO Hla TETOLO
T(POCEYYLON KOL ayvOnoav TV oucio Tou BEUOTOG: OTL N OKOUOTIKN AELTOUPYLKOTNTA TOU
Bedtpou autou eival KAtGAANAN Kol umootnpilel amd TV apXooTNTA TG BedTPLKES
TIAPOAOTACELS apXaiou SpAUATOG O HeydAo akpoatrnplo. Auto amotelel Slaxpovikd éva
£€ALPETLKO TEXVLKO KO TIOALTLOTLKO EMITELYLA .
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